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Purpose: To advise members of the contents of the Ministers Letter of
Guidance 2017-18 to the SFC and discuss the implications for the college.

Executive Summary: The Minister identifies a number of strategic priorities
which she expects the SFC to address through their Outcome
Agreements with colleges. The attached letter of guidance identifies
these as

e Prioritising provision to meet known skills gaps in the economy
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Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths (STEM)
Digital
Screen/film/TV

¢ Enabling Access from those from the widest social background
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Implementing the recommendations of the Commission on
Widening Access
Addressing the gender balance in imbalanced curriculum areas

e Achieving the highest standards of governance and financial
accountability in colleges to ensure efficient and effective running
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Improved attainment, retention, articulation, positive destinations
and student satisfaction

Improved long term financial and workforce planning

SFC to monitor the use of Arm’s Lengths Foundations (ALFs)
and their inclusion in financial planning

Successful college involvement in the Flexible Workforce
Development Fund

e Work in partnership to maximise the impact of learning to individuals,
society and economy
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Implementing Developing the Young Workforce

Delivering Early Learning and Childcare training to support the
government’s commitment to increasing child care and nursery
provision

o Effective knowledge exchange and innovation including excellent
collaboration between colleges, universities and industries.
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Support the government’s Innovation Action Plan

e OTHER AREAS
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Colleges to accredited as Living Wage Employers
Fully participate in the College Energy Efficiency Programme

o0 Achieve carbon reduction targets and commitments

Recommendation: Members are asked to discuss the Letter of Guidance and to
identify any actions to be implemented or issues which should be addressed in
response to this.
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